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PRELIMINARY PAGEANT COMPETITION CATEGORIES

In the Cinderella Program (ages 3-29), there are five areas of competition:

1.  PHOTOGENIC:  The Photogenic category is judged prior to interviews by the same panel of judges as for the other areas of competition.  Photographs are to be brought to the pageant on the day of competition and turned-in during the check-in process.   At the local, preliminary level there are no set criteria for photographs.  For example, they may be personal or commercial; black & white or color; large or small; framed or unframed; casual or formal.  
2.  GROUP INTERVIEW:   After check-in and before the pageant begins, contestants will participate in a backstage interview with the judges in groups by age division.   Contestants may wear the same dress as for “Party Wear” or an outfit appropriate for an interview.  The interview is not an intelligence or world events test, but rather focuses on overall impression, poise, and ability to respond.  Questions are often based on information from individual registration forms or other general topics, allowing them to talk about themselves.

Note:  All modeled clothing is to be age-appropriate and of a style that the contestant would wear to other events—not costumes or excessively decorated.  The guideline is “real clothes on real girls.”  Talent costumes for 7-29 year olds may be whatever suits the performance.

3.  PARTY WEAR MODELING:  Usually, the first onstage competition is modeling of a party dress.  These are to be short dresses (not formals) for girls ages 3-12 and long formals for teens and women, ages 13-29.   
Note:  All modeling, both casual and party wear, is done from one “X” to another in time to music with “dings” which signal when to move to the next “X.”   The modeling pattern will be demonstrated and practiced at the workshop.  It is simple and easy to learn.  Tots are helped.
4.  CASUAL WEAR MODELING:   Usually, the next onstage competition is the modeling of an outfit they might choose for a casual event.  Generally, contestants choose matching outfits—shorts, capris, pant sets, even a casual skirt set.

5.  TOT PERSONALITY OR TALENT:    
      Tot Personality:  In lieu of a talent performance, girls, ages 3-6, participate in a short, onstage interview with the emcee.  Questions will be simple and easy to answer.  Tots may wear their party wear or interview dress or another dress.  

       Talent:  Contestants, ages 7-29, perform a talent not-to-exceed 2 and 1/2 minutes.  Music to accompany talent is to be turned-in during check-in (along with photogenic entry).  Talent may be any age-appropriate, entertaining performance.  One song on CD.
